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09  Agriculture Crop

Daniel Stevens
 

A careful balancing act of input costs,  
climate volatility, infrastructure  
challenges, and a growing skills shortage

64%

45%

25%

themselves facing margin pressures or having to 
seek out new export markets for their produce if 
the agreement is not reinstated or if trade tariffs 
become unsustainable. At the time of writing, the 
U.S. had imposed a 30% tariff on South African 
agricultural imports.

On a positive note, the U.S. only 
accounts for roughly 4% of South 

BRICS countries present opportunities, 

71% 

around 57% 

of the insurance portfolio. Market 

CONTENTS  |       



3736

2022-2023 Insurance Barometer, eased somewhat, 
 

in 2024. 

9% 

For irrigation farmers, the main concern is not 

as the rivers they rely on are often polluted due 
 It is an 

From our perspective, once a loss 

expect farmers to continue applying ‘best practice’ 
farming methods, as harvesting what remains of 

value.

Santam’s 
focus remains on ensuring access to sustainable, 
well-structured crop insurance, but the growing 
skills shortage must be addressed.
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